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mobilisation was declared ; only those who held land
from the Emperor or his chiefs (or the modern equivalent,
a salary from the Treasury), had been affected by the
mobilisation of October.
In its preamble the new decree made no mention of
Sidamo and Desta : it simply described the illegal actions
of Italy, the bombing of the Red Cross and the use of gas.
These were the grounds for a conscription unparalleled in
Ethiopia.
Two weeks later, the first conscripts were given an
advance of pay by the Crown Prince and dispatched in
lorries to Erga Alem. Dedjaz Makonnen Wosene of the
neighbouring province of Wallamo was ordered into
Sidamo with a few thousand men. Dedjaz Gabre Mariam,
the old Governor of Harrar and once Ras Tafari's Captain
of the Household, was sent down from Dessye.
In January the Council of State were still capable of
energetic action. But all their spirit had gone three
months later, when it came to the defence of Addis Ababa.
And the reason was that in January they were in touch
with the Emperor at Dessye, but in April they could not
find him anywhere. However modern Ethiopia had
become, the leadership principle bound the Empire together.
In the north, there continued the period described by
Signor Mussolini as an " indispensable pause." Badoglio
was taking stock.
First encouraging sign, he noticed that the Ethiopians
were beginning to mass near his lines : not in deep columns
it is true, but over well-defined areas they were beginning,
in their own words, to " sit down."
The Ethiopian Ras conceived it to be their duty to come
up as close as possible to the enemy front; to create what
they considered a defensive position : and to raid the supply
lines or advanced posts of the enemy. They all believed
that if they could block the Italians long enough, hus-
banding at the same time their ammunition, Europe would
at last come to their aid. All except Mulugeta, who
believed in nothing but drastic field punishments.
None of them realised that a surprise might be prepared
against them; that they were just too modern to fight an
Ethiopian war yet not modern enough to fight the moderns.

